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1.  seotion  1*  Significant  Qigjn^^.-.tionrl  m  ijnit  activities. 

a.  command 

(1)  LTC  James  E*  Hays  retained  command  ef  the  70th  Engineer  Battalion 
(C)(A)  during  the  entire  period,  relinquishing  command  on  31  October  1969 
to  Major  Richard  E*  Vcrk8 ,  who  became  acting  commander  until  the  arrival 
of  LTC  James  MCKnight,  expected  on  5  Revamber  1969* 

(2)  All  Companies  except  D  company  chcmged  commanders  during  this 
period,  jn  a  company,  Cpt  David  a«  Corbett  replaced  cpt  John  j.  Rice, 
who  became  Battalion  Maintenance  officer,  on  11  August,  on  10  August 
Opt  Charles  A*  Myers  assumed  command  of  b  company,  replacing  lLt  Elliott 
p.  Herbert,  whe  remained  with  the  unit  as  Executive  officer,  on  9  August, 
lLt  Stanley  p*  Lee  was  replaced  by  lLt  Robert  L*  Shaw  as  commander  of  c 
Cxipany.  finally  on  19  August  gpt  Dennis  K*  Luts  took  command  of  Head¬ 
quarters  company  from  lit  James  R.  Denison. 

<jn  11  August,  Major  philip  j.  Gnlanti  jz  beams  Battalion  opera¬ 
tions  offioer,  replacing  cpt  Brent  c«  Wight  who  remained  as  Assistant 
Operations  officer,  qq  that  same  day,  Major  Richard  e«  works  beams  Bat¬ 
talion  Executive  officer. 

b.  personnel,  Administration,  Morale,  Discipline 

(1)  The  Battalion  maintained  an  average  assigned  strength  of  93  per 
cent  authorized  H^s  and  83  per  oent  authorized  officers.  The  63Cth 
Engineer  platoon  (le)  averaged  96  per  oent  EM  and  100  per  cent  officers. 
The  high  percentage  of  Bnttalian  strength  comes  from  a  manning  level 
zeduotien  from  773  to  663* 

(a)  The  authorized  aid  assigned  strength  of  the  Battalion  as  of  the 
end  cf  the  quarter  was  as  follows. 


Authorized  Assigned 

Billeted  663  632 

Officer  36  29 

(b)  The  authorized  end  assigned  strength  of  the  63tth  Engineer  com¬ 
pany  (LE)  let  platoon  as  of  the  end  of  the  quarter  wne  as  follows; 

Authorized  Assigned 

Billeted  39  42 

Officer  1  1 

(?)  The  short  ge3  of  personnel  holding  critical  ;  OS’ s  which  existed 
last  quarter  has  decreased  this  quarter.  The  only  critical  shortage  wliich 
still  exists  is  th  t  of  J  OS  12B4J?  Ehfiioss*  squad  leader.  The  Battalion, 
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as  of  31  October  1969,  maintained  an  authorization  of  40,  but  had  only 
14  assigned.  In  many  cases,  the  shortages  of  assigned  personnel  were 
made  up  by  those  12B40's  who  had  been  promoted  within  the  Battalion  and 
were  in  grade  E-5. 

(3)  The  only  moves  experienced  by  the  Battalion  were  the  move  of  A 
Company  from  Khanh  Duong  to  Camp  Jerome,  Ban  Me  Thuot,  on  31  October  in 
preparation  for  the  Battalion's  return  to  CONUS  for  deactivation  at  the 
end  of  November,  and  the  loss  of  the  131st  Engineer  Company  (LE)  on  1  Sep¬ 
tember,  when  the  unit  returned  to  CONUS.  The  131st  Engineer  Company  (LE) 
was  replaced  the  1st  Platoon,  630th  Engineer  Company  (LE) . 

(4)  Unit  morale  remained  high.  With  the  completion  of  the  guard 
towers,  the  guard  commitment  was  reduced,  giving  the  men  more  time 
off.  The  news,  made  general  on  8  October,  that  the  Battalion  was  re¬ 
turning  home  in  late  November,  also  boosted  morale,  and  gave  many  men 
an  increased  desire  to  finish  the  work  we  had  to  do. 

(a)  An  average  of  29  Article  15' s  per  month  were  administered  for  the 
Battalion.  There  were  19  field  grade  Article  15' s  and  68  company  grade 
Article  15' s  during  the  quarter.  Also  during  the  period,  there  were  4 

•  Summary,  and  16  Special  Court  Martials. 

(b)  The  Battalion  Chaplain  conducted  Protestant  services  weekly  at 

•  the  Battalion  base  camp  and  Hot  Rocks  quarry.  The  Catholic  Chaplain  from 
MACV  also  gave  services  weekly  at  Camp  Jerome  and  at  Hot  Rocks. 

c .  Intelligence  and  Counter-Intelligence 

(j.)  During  the  quarter,  the  g-2  section  performed  its  mission  of  col¬ 
lecting  and  disseminating  intelligence,  of  being  a  repository  for  all 
secret  documents  and  of  coordinating  all  secret  documents  and  of  coordi¬ 
nating  civic  action,  KEDICAP  and  p STOPS. 

/a)  intelligence  reports  are  obtained  daily  from  Dftrlac  sector  and 
the  u3rd  Division,  in  Bon  Me  Thuot.  This  information  is  dissemin¬ 

ated  at  evening  staff  meetings,  r.t  the  weekly  commanders  conference  and 
as  the  situation  warrants. 

(b)  in  the  aroa  of  oivic  aotion,  many  projects  were  undertaken  under 
the  supervision  of  the  fr-2  section, 

(1)  Lend  clearing  on  QXrl4:  The  road  to  Buon  ju  off  of  QL-14  was 
graded;  cleared  of  under  brush  for  approximately  5®  meters  on  each  side 
of  the  road,  and  tho  Vietnamese  were  assisted  in  emplacing  a  4l"Xl4l  cul¬ 
vert.  This  projoct  was  worked  on  for  approximately  one  month. 

(2)  a  firing  range  was  built  for  M°ntgnard  popular  Forces  Training 
crxip,  BMT»  A  dozer  was  furnished  for  four  (4)  days  and  assistance  was 
obtained  from  tho  special  porcos  Advisor  foam,  MACV* 
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(3)  A  lot  ef  land  clearing  was  done  and  several  new  roads  were 
built  for  the  45th  ARVN  Camp*  This  project  lasted,  for  about  a  month 
intermittently. 


(4)  Wells  and  hoios  were  dug  for  latrines  during  August  for  the  j.?ent- 
gnerd  village  of  chur  Tnra*  There  was  approx in.. t cl y  5  days  work  on  this 
project,  for  2  a:  and  one  multihoe. 

(5)  A  5_ton  dump  truck  and  bucket  loader  were  provided  with  opera¬ 
tors  for  cleaning  up  trash  in  Ban  ye  Thuot  city.  This  was  done  every 
month  for  about  5  days  per  month. 

(6)  The  Medical  section,  with  security  from  s-2,  has  made  2  medeflps 
at  Buon  Ky  and  1  at  Buon  Dha  prong.  Approximately  6»  to  10«  patients 
wore  treated  on  each  ncdcap.  The  Medics  have  also  gone  to  the  23rd  ARVI! 
jpgr  gn  four  tines  treating  small  children. 

(7)  A  total  of  363  man-days  were  expended  on  civic  aotion  under  the 
control  of  the  $-2  sootion. 

d.  plans,  operations  and  Training 

(1)  plans  -  During  the  period  1  August  19&9  to  31  October  1969, 
the  73th  Rigincer  Battalion  (c)(a)  performed  its  mission  which  was  to. 

(c)  command  assigned  and  attached  units. 

(b)  plan  and  coordinate  operations  cf  units  assigned  or  attached 
to  the  Battalion. 

(c)  provide  non-divisional  Engineer  support  required  for  tactical 
oporutions  in  the  Battalion  area  of  responsibility. 

(d)  Actively  maintain  a  perimeter  dofense  at  all  base  camp  and  jeb 
sites  occupied  by  the  Battalion  or  subordinate  units  and  to  defend 
assigned  perimeters  against  enemy  attack. 

(2)  Ccmtat/cporational  support 

A  COUPANY 

(e)  M sweep  -  /,  daily  reconnaissance  (visual)  mine  sweep  is  made 

from  to  BQ539110  on  the  access  road  leading  from  the  company 

area  to  r.1-21.  to  this  date,  no  minos  have  been  found  on  the  access  road 

(V)  Bypass  Repair  qi-21/27  -  Bypass  21/27  was  partially  washed  out 
due  to  excessive  rr.infall.  a  Company,  79th  Engineer  Battalion  reinforced 
the:  heodw  llc  using  50  feet  of  4X12  inch  material.  2^  cubic  yards  >f 
blanc  rook  was  t:ien  hauled  in  to  fill  in  bonind  the  repaired  hoadwalls, 
and  an  atditional  72  cuoic  yards  cf  base  course  material  was  used  to 
restore  t;.e  -^a  ivaj  f«  a  j  awaMf-  condition. 

(c>  r,i:  e  21/26..,  -  jue  to  tu:  prevailing  weather  condition:.,  it 
was  necessary  that  cr~l  ny,  73th  y.,;r  Bn  do  repair  verk  on  t:.«-  west 
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side  approach-way  it  Bridge  2l/?.8. 4*  The  existing  rock  and  fill  was  re¬ 
moved  and  replaced  with  a  cold  mix  consisting  cf  three  cubic  yards  »f  sand, 
throe  cubic  yards  of  3/4  inch  minus,  and  twe  barrels  of  rc-3«  The  materials 
were  mixed,  spread,  and  tamped  ta  bring  the  approach  t*  the  level  of  the 
bridge. 

(d)  Reconnaissance  for  sand  -  a  great  need  for  sand  has  aiisen  in  the 
70th  piginocr  Battalion’s  area  of  responsibility  due  to  the  large  quantity 
of  concrete  being  used,  a  c°npany,  70th  jjigr  Bn  has  been  sending  personnel 
around  the  area  to  rccon  for  sand,  a*  the  present,  we  have  sand  at  two 
locations,  (jie  site  is  located  along  the  E}u  Krang  River  at  BQ516124. 

This  site  has  provod  to  have  a  limited  quantity  of  sand  which  is  at  this 
tine,  almost  gone.  The  second  site  is  located  along  the  Ei-  K*ong  River 
at  B 0539116.  This  site  has  the  best  sand,  but  due  to  the  weather  con¬ 
ditions,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  the  sand  out  without  a  crane  and 
clan  shell,  work  is  being  done  to  improve  the  accosB  road  t«  this  sand 
pit  so  when  the  weather  breaks,  it  will  be  oasy  to  get  the  fland  out. 

(a)  Base  camp  seeurity  -  a  company,  70th  3igr  Bn  continued  improving 
its  base  camp  scourity  by  installing  a  tangle  foot  between  the  first 
and  second  row  of  concertina  wire.  a^bo  they  installed  noise  makers  in 
the  wire  and  did  patch  work  on  the  existing  concertina  wire  wherever 
necessary.  The  condition  of  trip  flares  was  checked  and  new  trip  flares 
wore  added  wherever  needed. 

(f)  B  Battery,  5/22  Artillery  -  The  First  platoon  of  a  company,  7®th 
ppigr  Bn  was  given  the  mission  of  building  a  fire  base  for  B  Battery,  5/22 
Artillery-  They  constructed  four  (4)  gun  pads,  each  30  foot  in  diameter, 
using  oS®  bags  of  cement,  60  cubic  yards  of  3/4  inch  minus  rock,  and  40 
cubic  yards  of  sand,  a  mess  hall  pad  consisting  of  three  16x32  foot  pads 
w»3  also  peured  U3ing  135  bags  of  cemont,  1?  cubic  yards  of  3/4  inch  minus 
rock;  and  eight  (8)  cubic  ysrd3  of  sand,  T*o  latrines  were  constructed 
from  2-'x4"  and  1*<xp"  material.  The  project  was  stopped  due  to  lack  of 
materials. 


"  COMPACT 


B  Company  performed  one  combat  operational  support  type  mission  during 
the  quarter.  Because  of  their  location,  at  the  quarry  site,  thev  were 
primarily  used  for  LOC  maintenance  and  upgrade.  The  only  operation.* 
support  mission  was  the  repair  of  Due  Lap  Airfield.  For  this  mission, 
four  men  were  kept  at  the  site,  with  a  J/^-ton  truck  and  an  airmobile  com¬ 
pactor  to  stabilize  soft  areas  on  the  runway,  and  repair  the  T-17  mem¬ 
brane  covering  that  was  covering  the  runway  and  taxiway.  On  31  October, 
permission  was  received  to  tear  off  the  membrane,  and  a  squad  plus  equip¬ 
ment  from  B  Company  prepared  to  move  down  to  accomplish  this  on  2  November. 
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C  COMPANY 


(a)  Repair  of  Due  Xuyen  airfield,  directive  205-53 ■  *5—1  —  1 1  remains 
the  highest  priority  project  that  C  Company  has  assigned.  Two  squads 
from  the  Second  Platoon  were  kept  at  An  Loc  throughout  the  period. 

Work  accomplished  this  period  was  pouring  of  630  cu  yds  of  sand  cement 
to  complete  this  phase.  265  cu  yds  of  sand  has  been  hauled  to  the  site, 
mixed  with  RC-3  and  spread  in  a  3-inch  lift.  150  ieet  of  M8A1  matting 
has  been  laid  *o  date.  During  this  period,  a  grader  and  a  2'2-ton 

truck  were  transported  to  the  site  to  expedite  operations.  Heavy  monsoon 
rains,  difficulty  in  obtaining  air  transportation  and  deadlined  equip¬ 
ment  have  greatly  delayed  progress  on  the  project  and  the  completion  that 
was  anticipated  during  this  period  could  not  be  realized.  During  this 
period  16,800  man-hours  were  used  and  1075  equipment-hours  bringing  the 
respective  totals  to  23,634  and  1756.  Project  is  about  80%  complete  and 
should  be  completed  before  standdown. 

(b)  Aircraft  Revetments  for  CH-47,  CD  205-5313-1-11  was  assigned  to 
C  Company  or.  28  September  1969.  The  directive  calls  for  the  construction 
of  two  (2)  each  U-shaped,  55 1  long  by  25'  wide  by  9'  high  revetments  for 
Chinook  helicopters  at  Camp  Coryell,  Ban  Me  Thuot.  The  project  was  assign¬ 
ed  to  the  Fii  ;t  Platoon  and  work  was  started  on  6  October  1969.  The  ma¬ 
terials  were  drawn  and  the  floors  and  frames  were  prefabricated  in  the 
company  area  before  they  were  moved  to  the  site  and  erected  and  the  sheet 
steel  siding  was  placed  on  the  frames.  Currently  all  the  structural  work 
for  the  revetments  is  complete  and  the  remaining  work  is  the  backfilling 

of  the  revetments.  This  will  be  completed  prior  to  1  November  and  the 
project  closed  out.  2090  man-hours  and  265  equipment -hours  have  been 
expended  on  the  project  to  date. 

(c)  Gun  Pads,  5/22  Artillery  was  a  project  on  which  C  Company  ex¬ 
pended  considerable  effort  although  the  project  is  assigned  to  A  Company. 

C  Company  hau’ed  all  the  fill  necessary  to  build  an  apron  around  the  con¬ 
crete  pads  and  a  berm  to  protect  the  pad  area.  Eight  -  20'  culverts  were 
installed  and  drainage  ditches  were  cut  in  the  area.  Work  is  new  complete 
on  the  project.  A  total  of  3515  cu  yds  of  fill  was  hauled  to  the  site 
and  C  Company  expended  990  man-hours  and  545  equipment-hours. 

(d)  Bunker  Construction,  HQ,  C,  D,  70th  Engineer  Battalion,  CD  205- 
8400-0-11  was  assigned  to  C  Company  on  8  July  1969  and  completed  on  12 
September  1969.  Although  work  was  started  last  period,  the  majority 

of  the  work  was  done  this  period.  C  Company  constructed  four  (4)  cf 
the  concrete  and  wood  bunkers,  two  (2)  in  HQ  area  and  two  (2)  in  C  Company's 
area.  The  bui.Kers  are  30’x20'  with  a  concrete  floor  and  5'  high  concrete 
walls.  The  rooi  of  the  bunkers  was  of  timber  construction  supported 
by  timber  posts  that  wore  placed  in  the  concrete  walls.  A  shower  was 
installed  in  one  ol  the  Headquarters  bunkers.  A  total  of  7660  man-hours 
and  300  equipment-hours  were  expended  on  the  project. 
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(e)  although  no  work  w;  s  accomplished  this  period,  a  project, 
Rehabilitation  of  %an  mo  Thuot  asp,  CT.:  205-6385-0-11  was  closed  out  this 
period,  tyork  had  boon  suspended  <»n  the  projeot  on  17  M®y  196?  pending 
the  arrival  af  mfitorials  t«  be  used  as  curbing  in  the  cells,  a  decision 
we b  nsde  ta  delete  the  curbing  requirement  and  the  project  was  closed  out 
after  0  months  of  work,  g  total  af  12,527  man  hours  and  3 >607  equipment 
hours  were  expended  on  the  project. 

(f)  Read  Maintenance,  CCS  A*®a>  directive  205-53*6-1-11  is  a  project 
that  was  carried  over  from  last  period,  pa  work  has  been  dane  on  this 
project  during  this  quarter,  po  work  is  planned  for  the  near  future 

•n  the  project. 

(g)  C°nbat  support,  directive  191-53*1"1~H  was  project  assigned  on 
11  March  1%9»  During  this  period,  two  (2)  missions  were  completed  by 
C  Company  under  this  directive.  B®th  missions  were  tho  clearing  ef  an 
Artillery  fire  base.  Fire  base  « susan",  which  is  about  15  kilometers 
south  af  bu  prong,  was  cleared  for  5/27  Artillery  and  l/92  Artillery. 

Fire  base  "jerre"  was  cleared  for  2/17  Artillery  and  was  located  south 
of  fire  base  ''suson”.  pi  each  case  the  work  wbb  completed  by  the 
Third  platoon  personnel.  The  larger  trees  were  blown  with  c-4  and  smal¬ 
ler  trees  and  bamboo  were  removed  with  ohain  saws  and  hand  tools,  a 
total  of  2140  man- hours  was  expended  on  combat  support  operations  this 
periad. 


D  COUP APT 

(a)  Ejorly  in  August  an  elanont  from  this  unit  oloared  an  arGo  north 
af  flue  pap  at  YU848078  for  5/22  Artillery.  Approximately  200  trees  were 
blown  from  an  area  approximately  300  motors  in  diameter.  Also  several 
lerge  troes  away  from  this  area  hod  ta  bo  blown  in  order  to  obtain  un¬ 
obstructed  firing. 

(b)  puring  the  first  part  of  August  fl  c*mp;'ny  constructed  yire  Base 
florria  for  5/22  Artillery.  This  fire  base  is  located  at  YU991651  and 
consists  of  a  2*«x30»  personnel  bunker,  a  10»x2v«  fire  control  bunker, 
four  175  on  Howitzer  positions  and  protective  berms.  The  200  meter  dia¬ 
meter  area  also  had  to  be  cleared.  The  above  work  was  done  in  three  days 
but  personnel  were  utilized  throughout  tho  qvujrter  in  mainten.jice  of 

the  camp  due  to  tho  heavy  rainfall. 

(cj  a  2®-ton  tractor  with  25-ton  lewboy  trailer  and  a7e  was  utili¬ 
zed  at  a  5/22  Artillery  oarip  and  at  a  MACV  oonpound.  Both  of  these 
installations  arc  at  puc  Lap.  This  opoiation  w»3  conducted  in  September 
atti  lasted  for  three  days,  work  va3  done  cn  berms,  duster  positions  and 
on  a  lra6h  dump. 

(d)  fl  company  personnel  spent  three  dsyb  during  the  month  of  Sep¬ 
tember  at  chop  coryoll,  Ban  Mo  Thuot.  They  were  dismantling  revetments 
lor  the  105th  Aviation  company*  in  totul.  two  H-ohaped  revetments  were 
d  •■.mantled,  the  mati*rirj.s  transfoxEei*.  to  tiw  9-4  yard  at  camp  Jerome 
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end  fill  from  the  revetments  was  stockpiled  at  the  work  site,  work 
was  halted  due  to  lack  of  construction  materials.  This  project  was 
picked  up  by  a  company  when  they  rejoined  the  battalion  on  31  October. 

(e)  puring  the  first  week  of  September,  D  Conpany  constructed  anQther 
fire  base  for  5/22  Artillery.  T^8  was  pire  B®sc-  Hel®i  located  at  Y080~ 
5631.  The  final  b<  se  consisted  of  u  20»x2®t  fire  direction  center  with 
an  area  cleared  completely  around  the  compound,  a  circumference  of 

5®0  meters.  Fields  of  fire  were  also  cleared  beyond  the  berm  to  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  15®  meters. 

(f)  Near  the  end  of ■ September ,  D  Company  convoyed  3®  cu  yds  of 
3/4"(“J  rock  to  the  32nd  HACV  Advisory  Team  at  Gia  Nhia. 

(g)  From  29  September  19*59  through  11  October  1969,  a  six  man  ele¬ 
ment  nineswept  and  cleared  two  areas,  eech  approximately  250  meters 
in  diameter,  of  trees  ranging  in  diameter  from  two  to  six  feet.  This 
eperation  was  performed  near  the  MACV  Advisory  faoility  at  Lac  Thien. 

(h)  d  comp.jiy  constructed  five,  20tx3Ct  fighting/living  bunkers  at 
Comp  Jerome  during  August  and  sePt«nbcr.  They  have  5’  high  concrete 
walls,  8"  thick  and  are  for  housing  officers  and  senior  NCO's. 

1ST  PLT  63®TH  ENGINEER  CO  (LE) 


The  work  of  this  platoon  was  restricted  to  LOC  toad  work  and  construction 
support  operations  during  the  quarter. 

(3)  Base  catip  Construction 


Base  camp  construction  slowed  considerably  during  the  quarter,  with  a 
hold  placed  on  new  vertical  construction;  and  no  new  directives  for 
Base  Camp  construction  being  received.  Several  projects,  including  the 
base  camps  of  the  70th  Engineer  Battalion  were  closed  out  during  this 
period.  With  the  news  that  the  Battalion  was  being  redeployed,  the 
directive  also  came  to  tear  down  Camp  Jerome,  and  return  the  materials 
to  supply  channels. 


A  COMPANY 


(a)  The  A  Company  Base  Camp  Construction  directive  was  closed  out 
on  30  September.  As  the  camp  was  not  a  permanent  installation,  no 
transfer  was  made  to  the  Installation  Engineer. 

(b)  Due  to  the  approaching  monsoon  season,  A  Company  installed 
18-  and  _ 4- inch  culvert  around  the  compound  to  promote  good  drainage 
and  provide  accessibility  to  areas  of  the  compound  such  as  the  motor 
])oo  1  and  the  mess  hal  1  .  Base  course  material  was  spread  over  tile1  roads 
to  build  them  up  and  make  them  more  stable.  Individual  platoons  instal¬ 
led  additional  bracing  in  the  living-lighting  bunkers  to  compensate  for 
the  added  weight  of  wet  sandbags  on  the  roof. 
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(c)  Parking  Area  Repair  of  Transportation  Command,  BMT  East,  CD  505- 
8389-0-11  was  project  carried  over  from  last  period  that  was  completed  on 
29  August  1969.  The  work  completed  this  period  included  the  hauling  and 
spreading  of  245  cu  yds  of  3"(-)  rock  to  complete  the  62,000  sq  ft  parking 
area.  Expended  this  period,  were  155  man-hours  and  80  equipment-hours 
bringing  the  respective  total  to  392  and  166  for  the  entire  project. 

(d)  LSA  Laundry  Point,  BMT,  directive  505-8417-0-11  was  assigned  to 
C  Company  in  September.  The  directive  called  for  construction  of  a  modi¬ 
fied  SEA  Hut  with  a  concrete  floor  to  serve  as  a  laundry  in  Camp  Jerome. 
The  project  was  started  on  12  September  1969  and  a  concrete  floor  was  pour 
ed.  At  this  point  a  decision  was  made  to  locate  the  laundry  at  a  differ¬ 
ent  site  due  to  the  non-availability  of  a  water  supply  at  Camp  Jerome. 

The  floor  was  then  used  as  a  new  site  for  the  Battalion  movie  theater.  A 
total  of  380  man-hours  and  55  equipment-hours  were  utilized  on  the  project 

(e)  Technical  Assistance,  SEA  Hut  Construction  5/22  Artillery,  CD  505' 
5306-1-11  and  505-5307-1-11  are  the  projects  that  were  assigned  to  C  Com¬ 
pany  on  2  April  1969.  Construction  was  stopped  during  last  period  and  was 
not  resumed  this  period.  The  assigned  project  consists  only  of  technical 
assistance.  The  total  number  of  SEA  Huts  completed  remains  at  28  of  an 
authorized  46. 


D  COMPANY 


(a)  D  Company  was  assigned  the  task  of  improving  the  lighting  of 
Camp  Jerome  during  this  quarter.  45  new  poles  were  added  within  the 
camp  and  also  along  the  perimeter,  light  assemblies  being  installed  on 
the  latter.  Approximately  10,000  feet  of  new  wire  was  also  strung.  D 
Company  also  provided  maintenance  assistance  for  all  Battalion  lighting 
during  the  quarter. 

(b)  A  new  front  gate  for  Camp  Jerome  was  constructed  and  pipe  from 
which  to  suspend  a  battalion  sign  was  welded  and  made  ready  to  erect. 

(cl  Throughout  the  period  .  rnipanv  maintained  and  improved  their 
section  of  Camp  Jerome's  perime^.  Most  significant  was  the  erection 
of  four  guard  towers.  Grass  was  cat  regularly,  tin  cans  hung  in  the  wire, 
claymores  and  trip-flares  added  and  on  several  occasions  the  berm  was  im¬ 
proved  through  the  use  of  D7E's. 

(d)  Maintenance  was  performed  when  necessary  on  the  bridge  and  pre- 
tab  yards,  each  located  in  the  D  Company  area. 

(e)  Two  latrines,  ouch  b ' N 1 2 ' ,  burn-out  type,  were  constructed  for 
HHC  during  this  reporting  period. 
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c)  On  31  October,  A  Company  moved  into  Camp  Jerome,  and  D  Company, 
864th  Engineer  Battalion  began  to  tear  down  the  A  Company  Base  Camp. 

B  COMPANY 


The  B  Company  base  camp  was  also  completed  during  the  quarter  on  30 
September.  Work  after  that  date  consisted  of  renovation  and  maintenance 
of  the  base  camp.  Included  among  these  maintenance  operations  were: 

(a)  Living/fighting  bunkers  were  renovated,  additional  bracing  was 
added  in  each  bunker,  additional  sand  bags  were  added  for  protection  and 
12  bunkers  considered  unsafe  were  completely  rebuilt. 

(b)  Offices  were  constructed  by  means  of  partitions  in  the  mess  hall 
and  the  TOC. 

(c)  A  mortar  pit  was  constructed  for  defensive  protection  and  mortar 
illumination. 

(d)  300'  of  drainage  ditches  were  dug  using  backhoe  and  explosives. 

C  COMPANY 


(a)  Base  Camp  Construction,  17th  Air  Cav,  Ban  Me  Thuot ,  East  Field 
was  a  project  assigned  to  C  Company  on  31  August  1969.  Work  was  started 

on  the  same  day  in  order  to  have  ready  for  occupancy  by  nightfall.  Twenty- 
four  (24)  temporary  helicopter  revetments  were  constructed  by  pushing  up 
berms  with  a  D7E  and  placing  a  rock  lift  of  3"(-)  for  the  pad.  A  defen¬ 
sive  berm  of  1150  meters  was  pushed  up  with  D7E  dozers  and  approximately 
40  acres  were  cleared  to  provide  fields  of  fire.  Technical  assistance  was 
provided  in  the  construction  of  1300  meters  of  perimeter  wire,  19  fighting 
bunkers  and  a  TOC.  Frames  for  four  latrines  were  prefabbed  and  erected 
at  the  site.  Work  was  concluded  on  10  September  1969  and  a  total  of  860 
man-hours  and  280  equipment-hours  were  expended. 

(b)  Base  Construction,  Camp  Jerome,  CD  505-5305-1-11  was  continued 
during  this  period  by  C  Company.  During  this  period,  the  last  of  the 
authorized  construction  was  completed  with  the  construction  of  one  liv¬ 
ing/fighting  bunker.  Work  was  continued  on  battalion  drainage  with  the 
installation  of  254'  of  culvert  of  various  sizes.  The  road  around  High 
Nest  and  HQ  bunkers  was  completed  and  rock  was  placed  in  HQ's  and  C  Com¬ 
pany's  motor  pools.  C  Company  erected  four  (4)  guard  towers  with  sleep¬ 
ing  bunkers  along  its  perimeter  and  assisted  HQ  Company  in  construction 
of  their  towers.  A  new  fence  was  installed  at  the  PX  and  the  old  fence 
removed.  C  Company  also  hauled  and  maintained  a  stockpile  of  3"(-)  rock 
within  the  base  camp  for  use  on  various  projects  and  in  the  base  camp. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  normal  maintenance  and  minor  improvement 
were  made  to  maintain  and  improve  the  appearance  and  comfort  of  the  Base 
Camp. 
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(4)  LOC  Maintenance  and  upgrading 


a  company 


A  coraPr-ny»  7ith  Engineer  B®ttalion«s  area  of  responsibility  extends  from 
Bridge  21/24  to  Bridge  21/31.  Within  this  area  the  company  has  been  pri¬ 
marily  concerned  with;  a.  patholing  the  highway,  b.  construction  of  by¬ 
passes  at  the  critical  bridges,  c.  preparing  abutments  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  permanent  bridges  and  d.  Assisting  the  864th  Engr  Bn  (censt)  in 
asphnlt  operations  along  our  area  of  responsibility. 

(at  pizst  platoon  finished  the  work  on  Bridge  21/29  with  assistance 
from  tho  second  platoon  and  the  131st  Engr  c°  (IE).  Pill  was  hauled  in 
using  29t*s  and  a  vibratory  roller  was  used  for  the  compaction.  The  road 
over  the  three  culverts  is  prepared  but  duo  to  a  law  compaction  test,  it 
will  have  t©  be  dug  up  and  recompacted  before  the  final  surface  can  be  ap¬ 
plied. 

(b)  The  second  platoon,  a  C*apany,  has  been  preparing  Bridge  21/31 
for  a  triple  concrete  box  culvert.  Two  1)7 E  dozers  dug  a  trench  west  of 
the  original  bridge  site  where  the  concrete  box  culvert  iB  to  be  placed. 
The  bypass  was  moved  20  feet  to  the  south  to  allow  for  the  construction 
of  the  culvert  in  its  new  location.  The  second  platoon  aided  the  first 
platoon  in  pouring  the  abutments  at  Bridge  21/30.  The  second  platoon 
also  worked  with  B  Company,  864th  Engr  Bn  (con0*)  ta  dismantle  c  company, 
864th  Engr  Bn  (const)  base  camp. 

(c)  The  Third  platocn  working  on  Bridge  2l/3*  poured  the  east  abut¬ 
ment  footer,  poured  both  the  east  and  west  abutments,  set  the  steel  and 
constructed  the  superstructure  using  8"xl2"  and  2"x6"  material,  thus  com¬ 
pleting  the  bridge.  The  approaches  were  completed  by  the  630th  Engr  co 
(LE)  with  assistance  from  the  Third  platoon. 

(d)  potholing  has  been  going  on  stoadily  for  the  past  three  months 
with  the  first  platoon  doing  tho  majority  of  the  work.  Asphalt  from  the 
6l0th  Engineer  ceppnny  (cs)  plant  was  utilized  to  backfill  the  potholes 
when  available,  yhon  asphklt  was  not  available,  a  cold  nix  consisting 
of  3/4  inch  minus  rock,  sand,  and  rc-3  was  used.  Tho  asphalt  plant  was 
in  operation  only  briefly  auring  this  reporting  period,  so  most  of  the 
backfilling  was  done  with  the  cold  mix.  pi  conjunction  with  the  pot- 
holing,  the  first  platoon  repaired  four  culverts  which  were  damaged  by  the 
crews  doing  tho  shoulder  repair  work  between  Bridge  21/30  and  Bridge  2l/31s 

E  CCTf?  ANY 


(a)  Bridge  32  -  from  site  preparation  for  abutment  and  wing  walls  at 
the  beginning  of  this  quarterly  peried,  bridge  32  progressed  to  completion 
and  was  officially  opened  on  51  October  1969*  physical  characteristics 
of  the  bridge  are  as  follows; 

(1)  class  90-1  way,  class  55-2  ways. 
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(2)  5  steel  stringers,  yo  'jylOB,  vith  timber  deck 

(3)  40t  length*  26*4"  roadway  width 

(4)  Two  2»  walkways 

(b)  Bridge  33  w  Bridge  33  vss  also  completed  during  this  quarterly 
period  and  was  also  officially  opened  on  31  October  1969*  Bridge  33  po 
sesses  the  same  physical  characteristics  as  Bridge  32  above. 

(o)  Bridge  3^  -  4n  addition  to  the  footer  was  constructed.  A  rebar 
cage  was  constructed  for  the  abutmont  and  the  abutment  was  poured.  Beam 
seats  ware  installed.  The  bridge  is  expected  to  be  completed  in  oarly 
November. 

(d)  B  C«npeny  also  potholed  along  QL-21*  Approximately  3®  cubic 
yards  of  hot  mix  asphalt  wore  used  during  the  first  part  of  August,  but 
aftor  that  a  cold  mix  had  to  be  used.  125  cubic  yards  of  cold  mix  were 
used  for  the  remainder  of  the  quarter  in  potholing  operations. 

C  COMPANY 


C  company  did  no  work  on  LOC  maintenance  and  upgrading  during  the 
quarter,  as  it  is  assigned  most  of  the  combat/oporational  support  mis¬ 
sions  of  the  Battalion. 


I)  COMPANY 


(c.)  d  company  continued  potholing  operations  this  quarter  throughout 
their  AQR  and  also  extending  into  b  C^panyt  s  AGR»  Approximately  7®  cubic 
yards  of  cold  asphalt  mix  was  utilized  during  this  period. 

(b)  110  cubic  yards  ef  3"(-)  was  placed  at  the  bypasses  at  Bridge 
37:  Bridge  38  and  Bridge  384.  RainfiJ.1  had  caused  the  roadways  at  these 
locations  to  begin  washing  away.  The  rock  provided  effective  stabili¬ 
se  ti^n 

(c)  a  Gradeall  wsb  used  at  the  Bridge  37  bypass  to  build  a  check 
dara  to  prevent  road  washout.  The  bridge  was  also  recanned  and  the 
results  delivered  to  3-3  for  development  of  new  plans. 

(d)  Bridge  38  was  completed  during  this  reporting  period.  Bridge 
opening  ceremonies  were  conducted  on  30  October  1969*  The  abutment 
forms  were  completed  and  the  abutment  wes  poured.  375  cu  yds  of  blast 
rock,  105  cu  yds  of  3"(~)  rock  and  selected  local  fill  was  utilized  in 
corracr ton  orc-rjid  the  abutment  and  In  building  up  the  roadway.  /.  12.3 
metec  steel  stringer  bridge;  complete  with  walkways  and  liana  ranis  was 
constructed.  639th  gigir.eer  company  (LE)  compi  the  bridge  Tor  open¬ 
ing  oy  bringing  the  roadwey  up  to  grade. 
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1st  PLATOON.  63CTE  EMGR  CO  ^LE) 

/ 

(a)  The  1st  platoon,  630th  Bigineer  co  (LE)»  in  addition  to  the  ap¬ 
pro,  oh  work  on  tho  bridges  already  mentioned  primarily  concerned  itself 
with  shoulder  work  and  the  production  of  crushed  rock  from  the  quarry  at  - 
H»t  Rocks  during  the  quarter,  a  total  of  13,437  cubic  yards  of  3',(")  rock, 
and  a  total  of  957  cubic  yards  of  3/4** ( — )  were  crushed  for  use  in  the  LOC 
Maintenance  and  upgrade  program.  Maintenance  problems  with  the  crusher 
kept  the  production  lower  than  expected, 

(b)  The  monsoon  season  kept  shoulder  werk  to  a  minimum  during  this 
period,  a  total  of  6  kilometers  of  shoulders  were  cut  out  and  the  base 
oompaoted.  Rook  was  placed  and  compacted  on  3  kilometers  of  shoulders.  . 

1313T  ENGINEER  COMPANY  (LE> 


(a)  There  was  little  paring  done  in  the  area  of  eperations  of  the 
79th  Engineer  Battalion  during  the  quarter,  and  none  after  the  stand- 
down  of  the  131st  Engineer  company  (LE)  an  18  August,  priar  to  that,  a 
total  of  6.8  kilometers  were  paved,  using  a  total  of  4,579  cubic  yards 
•f  asphalt  produoed  by  the  6l9th  Engineer  company  (cs)» 

(b)  prior  to  their  departure,  the  131st  Engineer  company  .also  worked 
on  the  base  course  for  <jl-21.  During  august,  a  total  of  600  meters. were 
prepared  by  scarifying  the  existing  base  course,  adding  3"(-)  rook,  and 
compacting  after  an  aspk.lt  spray  had  been  applied.  At  the  time,  all 
base  course  work  which  had  to  be  accomplished  was, completed. 

(c)  During  August  a  +otal  of  549  tons  of  hot  mix  asphalt  were  used 

by  the  IJlst  Engineer  ce^any  (le)  as  base  course,  using  codified  grader 
to  spread  the  asphrlt  and  then  compacting  with  a  steel  wheeled  roller. 

(5)  Training 

(ai  Daring  tho  last  quarter,  the  .ttalion  Replacement  Training  program 
was  expanded,  a  replacement  now  spends  3  dr.ys  in  tho  classroom,  one 
week  of  field  training  in  patrollng'  is  given  to  2  men  from  eaoh  company 
per  week.  The  Battalion  trains  29  men  in  patraling  per  month. 

(0)  The  Battalion  also  conducts  mandatory  training  every  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  for  2-3  hour 6. 

(0)  During  the  period  1  September  -  15  October,  the  Brigade  consolida¬ 
tion  Month  was  hold.  The  consolidation  Month  program  was  pursuad  when 
rainfall  prevented  work  on  assigned  projects.  This  program  conaisted  of 
classroom  instruction  and  improvement  work  on  company  facilities  and  de¬ 
fenses.  The  following  is  a  breakdoui  by  company  of  the  actual  hours  ex¬ 
pend  od  on  each  coneolidatiarr  area. 
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AREA 

HHC 

u 

w 

COUP  ANY 

B 

c 

1 

Base  canp  Defense 

62 

4* 

29 

17 

20 

Safety 

11 

5 

5 

l 

5 

Maintenance 

11 

14 

13 

10 

13 

Area  improvement 

3# 

15 

If 

15 

10 

Supply 

7 

10 

5 

10 

3 

Training 

13 

22 

20 

18 

20 

Construction  Management 

• 

9 

• 

3  - 

5 

Consolidation  Month  proved  beneficial  in  that  it  served  ta  tigh+™  many 
areas  which  had  not  received  proper  emphasis  during  the  prime  construction 
season. 


e.  logistics  ’ 

(1)  seme  critical  equipment  shortages  were  filled  during  the  quarter. 
There  are,  however,  still  a  noticeable  number  of  critical  items  short  for 
the  Battalion.  These  shortages  are. 


Nomenclature 

Auth 

On  Hand 

•  short 

Distributor,  Bituminous,  tk  otd 

1 

0 

1 

Generator  3  XW  AC 

13 

10 

3 

Gene-eater  5  KV  AC 

2 

9 

2 

Saw,  chain  . 

12 

3 

9 

Truck,  5"ton  dump 

55  • 

43 

12 

Tank  and  pump  unit,  liq  disp  tk 
ntd 

6 

e 

6 

(2)  Tonnage  and  typo  of  aircraft  used  during  this  quarter  for  sup¬ 
ply  and  transportation  of  equipment  are  as  follevs.. 

Aircraft  Tonnage 


4  Tons 
54  Tons 


UH-lD  Iiuoy 

CIi-5-r  Flying  Crane 


FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


Aircraft  Tonnage 

CH-46  Chinook  15  Tons 

(3)  During  the  period,  the  Battalion  operated  throe  (3)  water  points. 

A  Company  produced  a  total  of  312, 900  gallons;  b  company  produced  360,003 
gallons;  and  the  Battali°n  water  paint  produced  3 93»®OQ  gallons  during  the 
quarter. 

f.  porce  Development;  N°ne 
g»  coopand  management;  none 

h.  inspector  General;  None 

i.  information;  N°ne 

j.  ciXioAffairs; 


A  COMPANY 

The  distriot  chief  of  Khanh  Duong  District  asked  that  the  entrsuiceways 
into  Khanh  chi  Village  be  improved  because  of  the  large  number  of  civi¬ 
lian  vehicles  stopping  at  the  market  place  there.  The  entrances  dipped 
below  the  grade  of  the  road  and  the  culverts  running  urder  them  were  dam¬ 
aged  to  the  point  of  being  almost  non-existant.  The  jirst  platoon  of  a 
Company,  70th  Engineer  BSttalion,  constructed  culverts  using  empty  55  gal 
drums  and  placed  t  lie  so  culverts  in  the  four  entrance  ways.  They  then  back- 
the  culverts  with  three- inch  minus  rock  and  base  course  material 
bringing  the  entrances  to  the  grade  of  the  rogd,  thus  permitting  easier 
access  to  the  village. 


B  CCKTANY 


E  Company  and  the  1st  platoon,  630th  Engineer  company,  working  in  con¬ 
junction  performed  civic  aotian  duties  in  a  number  of  ways* 

(a)  The  Kloo  memorial  express  way  was  completed  by  the  639th. on  the 
access  read  to  KACV  at  suon  EJa  Y®ng.  Tho  expressly  runs,  from  Qb-21  .. 

to  phuoc  ^  District  Headquarters.  The  work  consisted  of  ditohxng,  crown¬ 
ing  and  some  rebuilding  with  lcoal  fill,  over  approximately  5  miles  of  road. 

(b)  A  nQW  xoad  from  the  Lambrctta  station  at  Thuan  H«i  to  Bnon  Khior  B 
was  out,  filled  and  shaped  from  scratch  to  give  the  people  of  that  Kamlet 
access  to  the  main  road,  pi  order  to  build  this  road  it  was  necessary  to 
open  a  new  later ito  pit.  The  recon  for  a  suitable  location  yielded  an 
iron  oxe  deposit  so  rich  that  after  epening  it  up  with  the  earth-moving 
equipment,  the  villagers  are  planning  to  tap  the  iron  doposit* 


fS 
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(c)  A*  phouc  &  District  Headquarters  the  road  was  relocated  and  & 
day  spent  land  cloaring,  opening  up  two  additional  acres  of  land  to 
be  Incorporated  inside  the  district  compound,  with  the  aid  of  a  29Cfo 
a  pun  ji  pit  was  dug  around  tho  new  perimeter  es  the  ARVN’ s  erected  the 
barbed  wire  entanglements.  a  highly  successful  joint  effort  toward  the 
improvement  of  the  B&se  defense  of  phu  K°hn  District. 

prom  the  phuoc  An  District  to  the  kac?V  compound  the  road  efforts 
required  major  oarthnoving  to  raise  tho  existing  rood  surfaoc.  After 
raining  and  shaping  tftis  last  sootion  of  road  to  the  macv  compound  the 
entire  length  of  road  from  (JL21  te  the  compound  was  re-dcsignated  the  Kloc 
Memorial  Expressway  to  honor  a  nearby  village  chief. 

The  work  ended  with  the  construction  and  upgrading  of  the  roed  from 
tho  MACV  compound  to  the  village  of  jjuon  Ea  yang  B»  P*  addition  to  major 
earthnoving  this  road  work  also  required  the  assembly  aid  placement  of 
of  two  culverts  was  done  by  the  villagers  under  supervision  of  the  Equip¬ 
ment  HCOIC. 

The  entire  project  of  approximately  15  miles  of  roadwork  took  approxi¬ 
mately  1  month  to  complete  by  one  section  of  the  light  equipment  platoon 
assisted  at  various  locations  by  APVN  Soldiers  or  M°ntangnard  villagers. 

A  highly  successful  attempt  at  area  pacification  by  winning  the  hearts  aid 
minds  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all  that  participated, 

(d)  concurrently  the  other  scdtLon  of  the  platoon  in  botween  work 
on  bridge  approaches  and  shoulder  work  on  QL21  was  eble  to  assist  in  the 
villagers  in  Buon  gnat.  Three  20  foot  culverts  were  assembled  and  pieced 
to  provide  vehicle  access  from  the  road  to  the  village,  with  access  gein^ 
od  the  equipment  moved  inside  the  village  compound  to  provide  interior 
road  upgrading  and  land  clearing  for  placement  of  new  buildings. 

_C  CO'C  Airt 

ARVW  Dependent  Housing,  directive  8'v>8'.57-n_ll  was  assigned  to  c  C°n- 
pary  on  20  wy  1969  and  is  still  an  open  project.  The  directive  calls 
for  equipment  support  and  technical  assistance,  however,  no  effort  was 
expended  on  this  project  during  the  quarter  and  no  further  effort  is  anti¬ 
cipated.  Salvaged  material  from  old  guard  bunkers  that  were  torn  out  in 
Camp  Jerome  was  made  available  to  ARVN  personnel. 

2 Section  2,  Commanders  Observations,  Evaluations  and  Recommendations/ 

Lessons  Learned. 


a.  Personnel:  None 

b.  Operations: 


111  Perimeter  defense 

UO  Observation:  Tin  can  noise-makers  placed  in  perimeter  wire  .ire 
often  conspicuous  iron  celestial  light  during  the  hours  ol  darkness. 

(b)  Tb*’  cone  should  bo  burned  with  a  petroleun  product, 

if  the  tin  cans  are  painted  instead  of  burned,  some  of  their  rcoonar.t 
qualities  aro  destroyed. 

/<r 
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(c)  Recommendation:  That  these  cans  should  be  burned  as  stated. 

Small  holes  should  be  punched  in  the  cans  prior  to  burning.  Heat 
greatly  weakens  the  seams  and  subsequent  punching  or  cutting  invariably 
results  in  the  entire  lid  falling  out. 

(2)  Abutment  Construction 

(a)  Observation:  The  situation  made  it  necessary  to  mix  concrete 
in  one  area  and  transport  it  across  a  gully  to  the  abutment  forms. 

(b)  Evaluation:  It  was  evident  that  a  chute  would  be  necessary. 

Since  the  suitable  mix  would  have  to  be  pushed  through  the  chute, 

it  must  be  constructed  to  enable  the  support  of  several  men,  plus  the  mix. 

(c)  Recommendation:  Using  30'  utility  poles  as  stringers  at  4'  c/c 
with  8'  lengths  of  4"x8"  lumber  at  24"  c/c  spanning  across  them,  a  struc¬ 
ture  was  built  capable  of  supporting  the  required  weight.  A  catwalk  of 
three  rows  of  3"xl2"  decking  on  either  side  of  the  chute  provided  an  area 
for  the  personnel  to  work.  All  materials  were  able  to  be  re-used  after 
completion  of  the  pouring  operation. 

(3)  Perimeter  Defense 

(a)  Observation:  Vegetation  within  perimeter  wire  entanglements  is 
always  a  problem. 

(b)  Evaluation:  During  this  quarter,  Dalapon,  a  water  soluble  her¬ 
bicide,  became  available  through  supply  channels.  This  necessitated  the 
development  of  a  mobile  dispenser  that  could  easily  be  constructed. 

(c)  Recommendation:  A  gravity  dispenser  was  easily  constructed 
from  four,  55-gallon  drums,  2  abreast  and  2  high.  Pipes  with  2"  interior 
diameter  connect  the  two  upper  drums  to  the  two  lower  drums.  T's  and 
elbows  incorporate  the  solution  of  the  two  lower  drums  into  a  single  30' 
dispensing  arm  made  irom  3/4"  interior  diameter  pipe.  The  greater  the 
distance  that  this  dispensing  arm  rests  below  the  drums,  the  greater  the 
issuing  pressure.  The  end  of  th'  dispensing  arm  is  capped,  and  3/16"  holes 
were  drilled  every  inch  in  the  ‘  20'  of  the  dispensing  arm.  The  drums 
were  braced  with  '-'-shaped  picket.  This  dispensing  unit  can  be  easily 
attached  to  mcrt  vehicles. 

( )  Protective  Berms  Around  Project  Sites 

(a)  Observation:  When  working  at  a  site  which  is  in  a  low  area  where 
there  is  a  problem  with  water  draining  or  seeping  into  your  work  area,  it 
is  advisable  to  construct  a  protective  berm  around  the  site  to  stop  the 
water . 

(b‘>  Evaluation:  A  protective  berm  will  stop  most  of  the  water  from 
draining  into  the  job  site,  it  will  also  provide  an  adequate  place  from 
which  to  operate  equipment. 
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(5)  Expedient  C'J-i-V'ert' 

(c.)  observation:  when  thure  is  a  shortage  Of  steel  culvert  or  the 
job  doesnJt  warrant  the  use  of  steel  culvert,  a  suitable  culvert  cm  be 
constructed  from  empty  55  gallon  drums  with  both  ends  removed. 

(b)  Evalua+jon.  when  using  55  gallon  drums  for  culvert  it  is  best 
to  weld  the  drum?  together  and  also  weld  struts  at  intervals  around 
the  barrel  orossing  the  welded  joint  and  perpendicular  to  it.  These 
struts  will  prevent  the  drums  from  being  broken  apart  under  the  stress 
of  traffic. 

(c)  Recommendation;  if  yeu  use  the  55  gallon  drums  for  oulvert  in 
plaoe  of  the  standard  uetal  culvert,  be  sure  that  you  oonneot  them 
properly  and  they  should  last  as  long  as  the  standard  culvert. 

(6)  cemorete  inn  Bracing 

(a)  observation:  pa  bracing  the  forms  for  pouring  an  abutment, 
bolts  were  used  to  fasten  the  forms  to  the  end  dam,  but  there  were 
ne  washers  available. 

(b)  Evaluation.  Tbe  top  of  an  artillery  oaniBter,  with  a  hole 
bored  through  it,  is  an  exoellent  substitue  for  a  washer. 

(c)  Recommendation.  Expedient  washers  may  be  used  when  regular 
washers  are  net  on  hand,  and,  at  times,  even  be  better  because  of  a 
larger  bearing  area. 

(7)  Bunker  construction 

(a)  observation;  pua  to  an  excess  of  baokfill  an  bunkers,  a  peried 
of  heavy  rain  caused  severe  strain  en  the  structures. 

(b)  Evaluation;  Evacuate  the  bunkers  and  rebraoe  to  insure  that 
the  bunkers  are  safe. 

(o)  Recommendation ;  liter  rebraoing  -  exoerise  caution  and  baokfill 
only  to  on  appropriate  degree.  One  -  two  feet  of  oaves  will  provide 
adequate  protection. 

(9)  pee  of  oonstruoticn  Equipment 

(a)  observation;  pi  attempting  to  use  as  rraoh  construction  equip- 
meat  as  possible,  personnel  tend  to  oonoentrste  on  getting  more  equip¬ 
ment  rather  than  evaluating  the  labor  foroe  at  hand  to  see  if  they  can 
be  properly  utilized  with  more  equipment. 

(b)  Evaluation:  When  using  two  16S  mixer  in  pouring  an  abutment, 
for  example,  there  must  be  available  a  sufficient  number  of  personnel 
to  keep  both  running  smoothly  or  coordination  of  the  two  pieces  of 
equipment  will  suffer. 
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(o)  Racoon endat ion 2  Before  trying  to  utilize  nore  construction 
aquipnent  on  any  given  job,  evaluate  the  available  work  force  to  see 
if  they  can  handle  it* 

(9)  curing  concrete  properly 

(a)  observation}  Eztrene  heat  and  dry  weathor  causes  froshly 
poured  ocnorete  to  dry  rapidly, 

(b)  Evaluation:  concrete,  in  order  to  cure  properly,  should  dry 
very  slowly  in  order  that  it  will  not  crack* 

(c)  Recoonendation*  a  good  way  to  keep  freshly  poured  oenent  fron 
drying  too  fast  is  plnoo  cotton  burlap  sandbege  over  the  entire  area 
and  wet  down  every  hour  or  two*  a  better  way,  if  you  have  the  tutorial, 
is  to  wet  down  the  ceoent  und  place  clear  plastic  over  tho  area.  This 
will  allow  concrete  to  cure  and  harden  slowly  and  cause  less  cracking. 

(10)  Deviation  fron  Original  Blueprints 

(a)  Observation;  Deviation  free  the  original  blueprints  Issued 
oauses  aioh  tine  to  be  lost  and  tutorials  arc  used  ineffectively. 

(b)  Evaluation:  whan  building  flCO  living  bunkers,  nany  changes 
were  brought  about  in  the  niddle  of  the  job  which  caused  unnecessary 
redoing  of  previously  oonploted  work. 

(o)  Reocnnendationj  whan  a  new  idea  or  deviation  fron  original 
blueprints  issued  axe  nade,  work  should  be  stepped,  new  blueprints 
drawn  up  and  put  into  offoot  in  lieu  of  a  haphazard  plan  due  to  aater- 
itil  availability. 

o.  Training  and  Organization;  Rone 
d*  Tntelli/'cnco;  Reno 
o.  x,ogistios:  Hone 
f .  other;  pone 
R*  TIE  OCNMAKISH: 
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EGA-CO  (31  October  1969)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report,  of  70th  Engineer  Battalion  (C)(A)  for  Period 
Ending  31  October  1969,  ECS  3SFOH-65  (R1 ) 

DA,  Heauquarters,  35th  Engineer  Group  (Const),  ^0  96312,  23  November  1969 

TO:  Coninanding  General,  18tn  Engineer  Brigade,  *?0  96377 

1.  The  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  of  the  ?0th  Engineer  Bat¬ 
talion  (Combat)  for  the  quarter  ending  31  October  is  an  accurate  account 
of  the  unit's  activities.  The  70th  3attalion  was  tasked  to  accomplish 
several  combat  support  missions  during  the  period  and  ail  these  priority 
missions  were  accomplished  in  a  timely  manner. 

2.  This  headquarters  concurs  v.lth  the  observations  and  recommendations 
of  the  Battalion  Commander. 


a  o 


AVBC-CG  (31  October  1969)  2nd  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  70th  Engineer  Battalion  (Combat) 
for  the  Period  Ending  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSFOU65  (R2) 

DA,  HEADQUARTERS,  18TH  ENGINEER  BRIGADE,  APO  96377  1  6  DtC  nos 

TO:  Commanding  General,  U.S.  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGC-DST,  APO  96375 

1.  This  Headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report  -  Lessons 
Learned  for  the  70th  Sigineer  Battalion  (Combat),  as  indorsed  by  the 
35th  Bigineer  (S*oup  (Const).  The  report  is  considered  to  be  an  excel¬ 
lent  account  of  the  Battalion's  activities  during  the  reporting  period. 

2.  This  Headquarters  concurs  with  the  observations  and  recommendations 
of  the  Battalion  and  Group  Commanders. 


J.  W.  MORRIS 
Brigadier  General,  USA 
Commanding 


CF: 

1  -  CC,  35th  Bigr  Gp 
1  -  CO,  70th  Ehgr  Bn 


AVHGC-DST  (31  Oct  69)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  of  70th  Engineer  Battalion  (C)(A)  for  period 
ending  31  October  1969*  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375 

TO i  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTNi  GPQP-DT, 

APO  96558 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report -Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  October  1969  fro*  Headquarters,  70th 
Engineer  Battalion  (C)(A)  and  concurs  with  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER! 


Cy  fumi  Assistant  Adjutant  Geoenl 

70th  Engr  Bn 
18th  Engr  Bde 


GPOP-DT  (31  Oct  69)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  70th  Engineer  Battalion  (  Combat) 
(Army)  for  Period  Ending  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  g  jAN  /0 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  2031C 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  CGHMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 

/l 

fj  J0K.\  F.  DUNN 
/  /  Colonel,  AGC 
V/  Deputy  Adjutant  CefrgyaT 
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